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Senate Must Finish the Job on Asbestos Trust Fund Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C.  February 8, 2006 – Last night, the U.S. Senate voted 98-1 to continue debate on S.852, the Fairness in Asbestos Injury Resolution (FAIR) Act.  The Asbestos Alliance today issued the following statement by Mike Baroody, chair of the Alliance Steering Committee and executive vice-president of the National Association of Manufacturers:  

“The Senate’s overwhelming vote to move forward on the bipartisan asbestos victims trust fund bill is an encouraging first step and a tribute to the perseverance of Senator Arlen Specter and Senator Patrick Leahy.   
“While not a perfect bill, this bipartisan legislation presents the best opportunity in decades to finally resolve the asbestos litigation crisis.    Businesses large and small, labor unions, veterans, and retirees are among the growing list of supporters.  Just recently, the National Federation of Independent Businesses and prominent plaintiffs’ attorney Dickie Scruggs added their voices in favor of the legislation.  

“There has never been a more perfect moment to take care of asbestos victims, boost the economy and stimulate growth.  We urge the Senate to finish the job on asbestos.”

The Asbestos Alliance represents a broad coalition of companies and trade associations that represent manufacturers and employees in every industrial sector in all 50 states
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